Agapanthus

If you are looking for fabulous perennials that will bloom quickly
year after year, look no further.
Bold and architectural, Agapanthus are strikingly beautiful plants and have spiked in
popularity in recent years.
Originally from South Africa, and often called South African Lilies, their strappy leaves
and statuesque stems, topped with balls of intensely coloured flowers, fit into a modern
garden setting or a traditional mixed border with equal ease. They also make superb
specimen plants for pots, yet their glamorous looks are surprisingly low maintenance, and
there are many that will survive the winter outdoors.

Agapanthus “Double Diamond”

Agapanthus “LavenderHaze”

Agapanths “Sky”

Agapanthus “Peter Pan”
There are two main types of Agapanthus, deciduous and evergreen. The deciduous
species come from colder regions and are generally hardier. Evergreen species are from
milder parts of South Africa with higher rainfall; these tend to be less hardy and may not
remain evergreen if the winter is very cold. Ideal for those spell of dry weather,
Agapanthus are drought tolerant and a good choice for coastal areas, coping well with
wind and salty air. A few things to bear in mind when planting ......
 Plant in well-drained soil and in full sun
 It may take two or three years to establish before flowering takes off
 Mulch in autumn, or cover the crown of the plant with straw or fleece to protect
from the cold. Even deciduous varieties can benefit from this practice
 If clumps become too big, they can be lifted and split every four to five years
 Agapanthus combine well with other sum lovers such as;

Achillea Millefolium “Rose Madder”

Coreopsis Verticillata “Moonbeam”

Crocusmiflora “Emily McKenzie”

Hemerocallis “Janice Brown”

Kniphofia “Little Maid”

Stipa Tenuissima

Vegetables Plots

Through July & August the veg plot is at the peak of its productivity and you can
relish a choice of fresh veg and salads every day.
1. Harvesting: Keep picking peas and broad beans until no more pods are
produced. Cut the top growth for the compost heap and leave the roots in the
ground. The nitrogen-fixing nodules on the roots will rot to benefit the
following year’s crop.

2. Summer Veg: Pick courgettes as soon as they reach 15cm long. Keep
picking them regularly even if you don’t eat them as this will force the plant
to produce more fruit.

3. Harvest Potatoes: When you’ve dug the last of the early potatoes, start on the
second earlies. Fresh from the ground all they need is a thorough rinse under
the tap and then pop them straight into the pan. The second early varieties
should keep going on until the autumn when the main crop varieties are ready
to be dug up and stored in a cool, dry place for the winter. If the tubers start to
get too big before you need them, simply cut the tops off and leave them in
the ground until you want them. This will also help prevent blight spoiling
them.

4. Garlic & Shallots: As soon as the tops start to die off, scoop the soil from
around the bulbs of garlic to expose them to the sunlight and help them to
ripen off. Once the tops have dried, lift the bulbs and leave them on the soil

surface to dry for storage. If wet weather is predicted, lay them on trays
under cover or in the greenhouse to dry.

5. Plant winter Brassicas: Harvest any remaining catch crops and plant out
winter brassicas such as savoy and winter cabbage, kale, autumn cauliflowers,
Brussels sprouts, sprouting broccoli radish, turnip and a late sowing of
calabrese. When planting large brassicas don’t loosen the soil but firm them
in well so they’ll stand up against strong winds and cover them with mesh to
prevent caterpillars and cabbage root fly.

6. Spring Cabbage: For useful greens next spring, sow spring cabbage in a
seedbed for planting out in September and remember to keep them well watered
and pest free.

7. Pest watch: Any member of the cabbage family will be plagued by cabbage
white caterpillar. The only sure way to control them is to prevent the female
butterflies from laying their eggs by keeping a fine mess cover to cover the
crop. Some will slip through in which case spray with a contact insecticide.
Potato blight begins with signs of dark patches on the edge of the leaves,
including tomatoes, from early July onwards. Pick off all you can see or
spray with a copper fungicide to prevent the fungal spores attacking. This
will however not cure the disease. Tomatoes are not saveable but if plant
potatoes are severely affected. Earth up the base to prevent spores being
washed down to the tubers. Cut off and destroy all the foliage to protect
existing tubers.

8. Planting second crops: As early crops are cleared, replace them immediately
with a second summer crop or one for the winter. How off any weeds and
scatter some general purpose fertilizer such as Vitax Q4 or growmore. Give
the ground a thorough soaking if dry. The soil should be warm enough to
sow tender crops direct too. Among these crops we would suggest dwarf
French beans, runner beans, leeks and potatoes.

